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57 ABSTRACT

A mobile wireless communication device notifies communi-
cation infrastructure that the mobile wireless communication
device is traveling at a speed greater than a threshold speed. In
response, the network infrastructure instructs the mobile
wireless communication device to use a transition procedure
to transition between base stations where the transition pro-
cedure is different from a handover procedure used by the
mobile wireless communication device to change base sta-
tions when the speed of the mobile wireless communication
device is less than or equal to the threshold speed.

13 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
HANDOVER MANAGEMENT BASED ON
SPEEDS OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
DEVICES

FIELD

This invention generally relates to wireless communica-
tions and more particularly managing handovers based on
speeds of wireless communication devices.

BACKGROUND

Cellular and other wireless communication systems use
base stations to provide wireless service to mobile wireless
communication devices. Depending on the particular tech-
nology and preferences, a base station may be referred to as
transceiver station, access node, access point, transceiver
node, eNodeB, and eNB, as well as by other terms.

Base stations in cellular communication systems provide
communications services to wireless communication devices
within geographical cells where each base station exchanges
signals with wireless communication devices within an asso-
ciated cell. The size and shape of each cell is determined by
several factors and are at least partially based on design
parameters of the base station. In addition to large macro cells
that provide services to numerous devices within relatively
large geographical areas, some cellular communication sys-
tems are increasingly employing smaller cells to increase
efficiency, improve coverage, improve the quality of service,
and provide additional services. The smaller cells may
include a variety of sizes typically referred to as microcells,
picocells, and femtocells.

When a mobile wireless communication device moves
from one cell to another, conventional systems require the
mobile wireless communication device to perform a han-
dover procedure. As the speed of the mobile wireless com-
munication device increases, the handovers occur more fre-
quently and the efficiency of the communication system
diminishes.

SUMMARY

A mobile wireless communication device notifies commu-
nication infrastructure that the mobile wireless communica-
tion device is traveling at a speed greater than a threshold
speed. In response, the network infrastructure instructs the
mobile wireless communication device to use a transition
procedure to transition between base stations where the tran-
sition procedure is different from a handover procedure used
by the mobile wireless communication device to change base
stations when the speed of the mobile wireless communica-
tion device is less than or equal to the threshold speed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a communication system
including a plurality of base stations providing wireless com-
munication service to at least one mobile wireless communi-
cation device.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a base station (eNodeB)
suitable for use as of the base stations.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a mobile wireless communi-
cation device suitable for use as any of the mobile wireless
communication devices discussed herein.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method of managing handovers
based on the speed of a mobile wireless communication
device.
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FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method of managing handovers
based on the speed of a mobile wireless communication
device performed at the mobile wireless communication
device.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an example of a method of deter-
mining whether the mobile wireless communication device
has a speed greater than a speed threshold.

FIG. 7A is a block diagram of a cellular communication
system including a mobile wireless communication device
that travels along a predetermined path 704 relative to a
plurality of base stations.

FIG. 7B is a block diagram of the first base station and the
second base station connected to a controller.

FIG. 8 is an illustration of a communication system for an
example where mobile wireless communication devices are
located on or in train cars of high-speed trains.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an example of system infor-
mation block type 1 message suitable for broadcasting the
single cell ID and the group cell ID.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method performed in a network
of'a wireless communication system with a mobile wireless
communication device.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a method performed in a mobile
wireless communication device of a wireless communication
system.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of an example of implementing the
method discussed with reference to FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 is a message and event diagram in the cellular
communication system where the diagram illustrates at least
some of the messages and events that place the mobile wire-
less communication device in the restricted handover state
and that occur during a transition procedure when the mobile
wireless communication device is engaged in the restricted
handover procedure

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of a communication system
where the mobile wireless communication device travels on a
high-speed train.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of the communication system
where base stations along the path of the high-speed vehicle
have the same EGCI to facilitate transparent handovers.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart of a method for performing a trans-
parent handover.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described above, frequent handovers due to high speed
of a mobile wireless communication device results in ineffi-
cient communication service, at a minimum. One example
where the problem is evident occurs on high-speed trains.
High-speed railway is growing tremendously. The high
speed, however, presents a challenge to provide reliable com-
munications for travelers. Presently, high-speed railways’
communication falls far short of users’ demand. In order to
support reliable communications for travelers, the network
deployment must resolve two types of challenges. First, at
high speed, such as above 250 km/h, mobile wireless com-
munication devices pass through multiple cells in a very short
time. This causes excessive signaling load to the network and
will often lead to dropped calls. Second, in current networks,
it can take up to 6 seconds for a mobile wireless communi-
cation device to complete a handover between cells, while it
usually takes much less than 6 seconds for high-speed trains
attop speed to pass through the overlap region of two cells. As
a result, mobile wireless communication devices cannot reli-
ably complete handovers leading to dropped calls.

Conventional techniques for the handover procedure
include the transmission of several messages to and from the
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mobile wireless communication device. The conventional
handover messages provide information to the mobile wire-
less communication device and enable synchronization of the
mobile wireless communication device to the target base
station. The time required to execute and process these mes-
sages results in handover failures or radio link failures. For
mobile wireless communication devices traveling on high-
speed trains, these failures can be significant and greatly
affects the quality of the user’s experience. For the examples
described herein, the handover delays are reduced by elimi-
nating at least some of the messages for mobile wireless
communication devices traveling at speeds above a threshold.
The mobile wireless communication device notifies the net-
work infrastructure when the mobile wireless communication
device is traveling at high speed (i.e., at a speed greater than
a threshold). The network instructs the mobile wireless com-
munication device to use a transition procedure to transition
between base stations instead of using a handover procedure
for slower moving mobile wireless communication devices.
Accordingly, slower moving mobile wireless communication
devices can continue to perform handovers using conven-
tional techniques while faster moving mobile wireless com-
munication devices can use transition procedures that involve
fewer delays when changing bases stations than conventional
handovers. For the examples herein, the mobile wireless com-
munication device refrains from transmitting signal measure-
ments to the source base station during the transition proce-
dures. In some transition procedures discussed below, the
mobile wireless communication device monitors a group cell
identifier (ID) that is common to base stations instead of a
single cell ID that is unique to the base stations. If the group
cell ID of the target base station matches the group cell ID of
the source base station, the mobile wireless communication
device switches to the target base station without sending
measurement reports. In another transition procedure
referred to herein as a transparent handover, the mobile wire-
less communication device compares the Physical Cell ID
(PCI) to transparent PCls previously provided by the network
and switches to receiving communication service from the
target base station without transmitting signal measurements
to the source base stations.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a communication system 100
including a plurality of base stations 112, 114, 116, 118
providing wireless communication service to at least one
mobile wireless communication device 120. Each base sta-
tion can communicate with mobile wireless communication
devices within a geographic service area 122,124,126, 128 of
the corresponding base station. The geographic service areas
122, 124, 126, 128, often referred to as cells, may be any of
numerous shapes and sizes and typically overlap with adja-
cent geographic service areas. The various functions and
operations of the blocks described with reference to the com-
munication system 100 may be implemented in any number
of devices, circuits, or elements. Two or more of the func-
tional blocks may be integrated in a single device and the
functions described as performed in any single device may be
implemented over several devices. For example, at least por-
tions of the functions of the controller may be performed by
the base stations. A cellular communication system is typi-
cally required to adhere to a communication standard or
specification. The Third-Generation Partnership Project
Long-Term Evolution (3GPP LTE) communication specifi-
cation is a specification for systems where base stations (eNo-
deBs) provide service to mobile wireless communication
devices using orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing
(OFDM) on the downlink and single-carrier frequency-divi-
sion multiple access (SC-FDMA) on the uplink. Although the
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techniques described herein may be applied in other types of
communication systems, the exemplary systems discussed
herein operate in accordance with a 3GPP LTE communica-
tion specification.

The base stations 112, 114, 116, 118 are fixed transceiver
stations, sometimes referred to as eNodeBs or eNBs, that may
include controllers in some circumstances. For the examples
herein, the network controller 130 includes the functionality
of the Mobility Management Entity (MME) and the Packet
Gateway (P-GW). The base stations are connected to a net-
work controller 130 though a backhaul 132 which may
include any combination of wired, optical, and/or wireless
communication channels. In FIG. 1, N base stations are
shown including a first base station 112, second base station
114, a third base station 116, and a fourth base station iden-
tified as the N base station 118. The N base station 118 is
illustrated in dashed lines to indicate that the number of cell
boundaries (N-1) used in the timing procedure may be dif-
ferent from the discussed example. Each base station has a
geographic service area where adjacent service areas overlap
in overlap regions 134, 136, 138. In a typical implementation,
several base stations are positioned to provide continuous, or
nearly continuous, coverage, within a large area. In imple-
mentations for high-speed trains, the base stations are
arranged along the train tracks so that mobile wireless com-
munication devices on the train are served by the base stations
as the train traverses the geographic service areas.

The mobile wireless communication device 120 may be
any kind of portable or mobile wireless transceiver device that
can exchange wireless signals with the base stations 112,114,
116, 118. Examples of wireless communication devices,
sometimes referred to as User Equipment (UE), UE devices,
handsets, mobiles, or portables, include devices such as cell
phones, smart phones, transceiver cards, modem cards, and
other similar devices.

For the example of FIG. 1, the mobile wireless communi-
cation device 120 is traveling at a relatively high speed and is
depicted with dashed lines to illustrate the position at differ-
ent points in time as the mobile wireless communication
device 120 traverses the geographical service areas. The
mobile wireless communication device determines whether it
is traveling at a speed greater than a threshold speed by
comparing the number of consecutive handovers between
base stations within a time period to a threshold number of
handovers in the time period. The actual numbers and evalu-
ations may be done is any of several ways. The comparison
can be between any information related to handovers
observed during operation and threshold information. For the
examples herein, the observed information includes a total
number of handovers completed in a time period.

The threshold information may be static, semi-static, or
dynamic. In the examples described herein, the threshold
information is provided by each base station anticipated to
service mobile wireless communications device traveling
above the threshold speed. For example, a threshold informa-
tion message 140 is transmitted by each of the base stations
along a path of a high-speed train. The threshold information
message may include any information, data, or parameter that
allows the mobile wireless communication device to deter-
mine if the device has a speed greater than a threshold. An
example of suitable threshold information includes a thresh-
old number of handovers and a threshold time period.

As described below in further detail, the mobile wireless
communication device starts a timer at a prescribed time after
receiving the threshold information. In the example, the timer
is started immediately after handover is completed. The timer
may be started at other times in some circumstances. For
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example, the timer can be started immediately after receiving
the threshold information or may be started when a new PCI
is detected. The timer continues to elapse until it reaches the
threshold time period, the threshold number of handovers is
detected, or new threshold information is received. If the
threshold time period is reached, the timer is restarted upon
the completion of the subsequent handover and counting of
the number of handovers is restarted. If new threshold infor-
mation is received, the timer is restarted and counting of the
number of handovers is restarted and the evaluation of the
handovers is continued in accordance with the new thresh-
olds.

In response to determining that the number of counted
handovers has reached the threshold number of handovers
before the time period has expired, the mobile wireless com-
munication device determines that it is traveling at speed
greater than the threshold speed. The mobile wireless com-
munication device 120 notifies the network infrastructure 130
that the mobile wireless communication device 120 has a
speed greater than the threshold speed. Although various
techniques may be used to notify the network, a message 142
is transmitted from the mobile wireless communication
device to the currently serving base station 116. In the
example of FIG. 1, the mobile wireless communication
device 120 sends the speed threshold indicator message 142
to the third base station (N-1 base station) 116 when a han-
dover decision is made to perform a handover to the fourth
base station (N base station) 118. The mobile wireless com-
munication device, however, may notify the network at other
times and through other base stations. For example, the speed
threshold indicator message 142 may be transmitted to the
fourth base station (N base station) after the handover is
completed.

In response to the speed threshold indicator message 142,
the network 146 instructs the mobile wireless communication
device 120 to use a transition procedure to allow the mobile
wireless communication device to perform transitions
between base stations rather than engaging in a handover
procedure when changing base stations. The controller 130 in
the network infrastructure 146 receives the speed threshold
indicator and determines whether the mobile wireless com-
munication device should use a transition procedure instead
of the handover procedure. The determination may be based
only on receiving the indicator or may be based on other
factors such as mobile wireless communication device capa-
bilities and network verification of speed. Regarding capa-
bilities, the network infrastructure 146 may base the transi-
tion procedure decision on whether the particular mobile
wireless communication device is capable of supporting the
transitional procedures without using the conventional han-
dover procedure. This may be based on the Capability Infor-
mation sent by the mobile wireless communication device
after the mobile wireless communication device transitions
from IDLE mode to CONNECTED mode. The speed deter-
mination procedure performed at the mobile wireless com-
munication device in many circumstances will not provide a
highly accurate estimate of speed. In the example, therefore,
the network infrastructure verifies that the speed of the mobile
wireless communication device is sufficiently high to justify
using the transition procedure instead of the conventional
handover procedure. The verification may be accomplished
using the position information received from the position
monitor.

A transition procedure instruction message 144 is trans-
mitted by the network infrastructure 146 to the mobile wire-
less communication device 120. The message is transmitted
after the network determines tracking information for track-
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ing the location of the mobile wireless communication device
when it begins using the transition procedure. For implemen-
tations for high-speed trains, for example, the network 146
determines the train on which the mobile wireless communi-
cation device 120 is traveling. After the train is identified, the
network infrastructure 146 transmits the transition procedure
instruction message instructing the mobile wireless commu-
nication device to use the transition procedure. For the
example of FIG. 1, the transition procedure instruction mes-
sage 144 is transmitted by the fourth base station (N base
station) 118. In some situations, the message is sent by a base
station farther down the track. This may occur, for example,
when the train has not been identified before the next han-
dover is completed. For the examples herein, the transition
procedure instruction message is transmitted using a dedi-
cated RRC signaling message. Other techniques may be used
to send the transition procedure instruction message, how-
ever. A position monitor 148 provides information regarding
the train that allows the controller 130 to track the position of
the mobile wireless communication device 120. Although
other types of position monitors may be used, suitable
examples of position monitors are based on high-speed train
tracking infrastructure as discussed below in further detail.

After the transition procedure instruction message is
received by the mobile wireless communication device, the
mobile wireless communication device uses a transition pro-
cedure to change base stations instead of using a handover
procedure. As discussed herein, a handover procedure is a
conventional handover procedure that includes all over-the-
air messaging with the mobile wireless communication
device that is specified by the communication specification
(e.g., LTE) and a transition procedure is any procedure that
omits any of the required over-the-air messaging with the
wireless communication device. For the examples herein, the
mobile wireless communication device refrains from trans-
mitting signal measurements to the source base station during
the transition procedures. Examples of suitable transition
procedures include the transparent handover procedure and
the group cell ID monitoring transition procedure. The two
examples of transition procedures are discussed immediately
below and in further detail with reference to FIG. 7A-FIG. 16.
During the group cell ID monitoring transition procedure, the
mobile wireless communication device monitors a group cell
ID that is common to base stations instead of a single cell ID
that is unique to the base stations. During the transparent
handover procedure, the mobile wireless communication
device compares a newly detected PCI of the target base
station to transparent PCls identified by the network and
switches to receiving communication service from the target
base station without transmitting signal measurements to the
source base stations

During the group cell ID transition procedure, the mobile
wireless communication device is instructed to monitor a
control channel used by base stations along the path of the
mobile wireless communication device to transmit control
messages that include a group cell ID of the transmitting base
station. For the examples, each base station along the device
path transmits two cell IDs where one of the cell IDs is a
unique value corresponding to the base station or sector and a
second cell ID is the value used by the mobile device during
the restricted handover state. The unique cell ID correspond-
ing to the individual base stations is a conventional Cell
Identity (Cell ID) and referred to herein as a single cell ID.
The cell ID used by devices during the Group Cell ID transi-
tion state is referred to herein as a group cell ID. When using
the group cell ID, the mobile device invokes a handover
procedure only when a new group cell ID is received. In other
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words, the mobile device compares a stored group cell ID
received from a base station to the group cell ID received from
the next base station along the path. If the value of the group
cell ID received from the next base station is different from
the previously received stored value, the mobile device
invokes a handover procedure by reporting a signal measure-
ment report to the network. Otherwise, the mobile device
continues to monitor the group cell ID and uses the appropri-
ate PCI to communicate with the next base station. The
mobile device, therefore, continues to use the group cell ID to
determine whether to invoke a handover operation for the
next base station along the path. In conventional handover
procedures, the mobile wireless communication device ini-
tiates the handover procedure by sending a measurement
report to the source base station. The source base station
communicates with the next (target) base station to coordi-
nate the handover. The source base station instructs the
mobile device to perform the handover, if the handover is
granted. For the examples herein, however, the mobile wire-
less communication device will refrain from sending a mea-
surement report to the source base station when the group cell
IDreceived from the next base station is the same as the stored
group cell ID. The mobile device, therefore, does not receive
a handover instruction from the source base station even
though it will transition to the next base station. The exchange
of handover information (context transfer) between the
source base station and the target base station remains intact
as compared to conventional systems and only the handover
procedures involving the over-the-air signaling exchange
between the mobile device and the source base station is
omitted. The exchange of the handover information between
the source base station and the target base station is triggered
by the tracked position of the mobile device and not by a
measurement report. The group cell ID monitoring transition
procedure and the transparent handover procedure are dis-
cussed in further detail below.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a base station (eNodeB) 200
suitable for use as the base stations 112, 114, 116, 118. The
base station 200 includes at least electronics and code for
forming at least a communication interface 202, a transceiver
204, a controller 206, and a memory 208. The base station 200
may include other components as understood in the art. Por-
tions of the components may be shared between the func-
tional blocks. The controller 206, for example, may perform
some transceiver 204 functions in some circumstances.

For the examples, each communication interface 202 com-
municates with the network controller 130 and other base
stations. The communication links between the network con-
troller and the communication interface are in accordance
with S1 signaling protocols and techniques while the com-
munication links between base stations are in accordance
with X2 signaling protocols and techniques. Accordingly, the
network controller 130 is connected to the base stations
through S1 communication links and the base stations are
connected to each other through an X2 communication link.
Other communication links can be used in some circum-
stances.

The transceiver 204 transmits downlink wireless signals to
mobile wireless communication devices and receives uplink
wireless signals from mobile wireless communication
devices. The controller 206 controls components of the base
station to manage the functions of the base station and facili-
tate the functions described herein as well as the overall
functionality of the base station 200. The controller is con-
nected to a memory 208 which can be any suitable memory
storage device capable of storing code and data.
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a mobile wireless communi-
cation device 300 suitable for use as any of the mobile wire-
less communication devices discussed herein. The mobile
wireless communication device 300 includes at least elec-
tronics and code for forming at least a transceiver 302, a
controller 304, and a memory 306. The mobile wireless com-
munication device 300 may include other components as
understood in the art. Portions of the components may be
shared between the functional blocks. The controller 304, for
example, may perform some transceiver 302 functions in
some circumstances.

The transceiver 302 transmits uplink wireless signals to
base stations and receives downlink wireless signals from
base stations. The controller 304 controls components of the
mobile wireless communication device 300 to manage the
functions of the mobile wireless communication device 300
and facilitate the functions described herein as well as the
overall functionality of the mobile wireless communication
device 300. The controller 304 is connected to a memory 306
which can be any suitable memory storage device capable of
storing code and data.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method of managing handovers
based on the speed of a mobile wireless communication
device 120. The example discussed with reference to FIG. 4 is
performed by the network infrastructure 146. Accordingly,
the controller 130 performs valuations and issues instructions
by sending messages through the base stations. The steps and
functions, however, may be performed by any combination of
code, devices, and electronics. Some of the controller func-
tions, for example, may be performed by base station control-
lers at the base stations.

At step 402, the threshold information is broadcasted. Each
base station that can support a transition procedure in addition
to handover broadcasts a threshold information message that
indicates values that are to be used by a mobile wireless
communication device to determine if the device is traveling
above a speed threshold. For the example, the threshold infor-
mation message indicates a minimum number of handovers
for a time period. Although other types of messages and
channels can be used, an example of a suitable technique for
broadcasting the threshold information includes sending the
message in a System Information Block over the Downlink
Shared Channel (DL-SCH).

At step 404, it is determined whether a speed threshold
indicator has been received from a mobile wireless commu-
nication device. For the examples, the indicator is sent in an
uplink signaling message, such as a Transition Indicator mes-
sage if the mobile wireless communication device is in the
Connected mode and is transmitted in the RRC Connection
Request message or the RRC Connection Setup Complete
message during the connection establishment procedure if the
mobile wireless communication device is in Idle mode. For
the case of re-establishment, the RRC Connection Re-estab-
lishment Request message would be used instead. In some
circumstances, the mobile wireless communication device
sends the speed threshold indicator in response to a request by
the network. The speed threshold indicator may include infor-
mation that indicates that the estimated speed is above or
below a threshold. Since the estimated speed is based on the
counted number of handover crossings within a time period,
such information indicating that the estimated speed is above
or below a threshold is an indication of the number of han-
dover crossings in a time period. Alternately, the information
may indicate that the estimated speed is above the threshold
by being present in the message. For example, the system may
be configured such that the speed threshold indicator field
contains one of two values in some circumstances while other
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implementations may include only transmitting a message
with the speed threshold indicator when the threshold is
exceeded or met. If the controller determines that the mobile
wireless communication device is traveling faster than the
speed threshold, the method continues at step 406. Otherwise,
the method returns to step 402 where the network continues to
transmit the threshold information.

At step 406, the network acquires location tracking of the
mobile wireless communication device. Using location infor-
mation of the high-speed trains, the network determines
which high-speed train is carrying the mobile wireless com-
munication device. The position monitor 148 provides the
network with information such as the locations and speeds of
the high-speed trains. The network applies the communica-
tion history of the mobile wireless communication device to
the position and timing of the trains to identify the train. After
the train is identified, the network continues to track the
mobile wireless communication device by tracking the train
using the position information provided by the position moni-
tor 148. In some situations, the mobile wireless communica-
tion device provides information to the network to assist the
network in identifying the train. For example, the mobile
wireless communication device may transmit information
regarding the order that cell boundaries were crossed to allow
the network to determine the direction that the mobile wire-
less communication device is traveling. Alternatively, the
network can track the direction and location of the wireless
communication device by using the history of the mobile
wireless communication device’s handovers and the cells that
were involved in previous handovers.

At step 408, the mobile wireless communication device is
instructed to use the transition procedure instead of the han-
dover procedure. The network transmits a transition proce-
dure instruction message that indicates to the mobile wireless
communication device that is should use a transition proce-
dure when changing cells instead of the handover procedure.
An example of a suitable message includes a one-bit indicator
within a dedicated RRC signaling message that toggles the
mobile wireless communication device between using the
transition procedure and the conventional handover proce-
dure.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method of managing handovers
based on the speed of a mobile wireless communication
device performed at the mobile wireless communication
device.

At step 502, the mobile wireless communication device
receives the threshold information message. The mobile
wireless communication device monitors the signals broad-
cast from the base stations to receive the message.

At step 504, it is determined whether the speed of the
wireless communication device is greater than the threshold
speed. The controller 304 in the wireless communication
device 120 applies the threshold information to the observed
data. An example for determining whether the speed is above
the threshold is discussed with reference to FIG. 6 below.
Other techniques, however, may be used. If the speed is
greater than the speed threshold, the method continues at step
506. Otherwise, the method continues to monitor the events.

At step 506, the network is informed that the mobile wire-
less communication device has a speed greater than the speed
threshold. For the examples, the speed threshold indicator is
transmitted to the serving base station 116. The speed thresh-
old indicator indicates that the mobile wireless communica-
tion device has speed greater than the threshold speed.

At step 508, the mobile wireless communication device
determines whether the network has instructed the mobile
wireless communication device to use the transition proce-

20

30

40

45

55

10

dure instead of the handover procedure when changing base
stations. The mobile wireless communication device moni-
tors the appropriate channel and field for a transition proce-
dure instruction message. If a transition procedure instruction
has been received indicating the transition procedure should
be used, the method continues at step 510. Otherwise, the
method proceeds to step 512 where the mobile wireless com-
munication device continues to perform handovers when
changing base stations.

At step 510, the mobile wireless communication device
uses the transition procedure when changing base stations.
The transition procedure results in fewer delays and more
efficient signaling at high speed since measurement reports
are not transmitted to the network. Examples of suitable tran-
sition procedures include the transparent handover procedure
and the group cell monitoring transition procedure discussed
herein.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an example of a method of deter-
mining whether the mobile wireless communication device
has a speed greater than a speed threshold. The method is
performed by the mobile wireless communication device.

At step 602, it is determined whether new speed threshold
information has been received. The transceiver receives the
broadcast signals transmitted by the network and the control-
ler processes and evaluates the signals to extract the speed
threshold information and determine if it is different from the
information currently stored in memory 308. Although typi-
cally changes in the threshold information will occur between
base stations, the information may change over time in a
single cell. Such changes may be due to vehicle traffic, data
traffic, capacity and other factors evaluated by the network. If
new information has been received, the method proceeds to
step 604. Otherwise, the method continues at step 606.

At step 604, the new speed threshold information is stored
and used for evaluation. All counters and timers are reset. For
example, the running count of crossed cell boundaries (num-
ber of handovers) is reset to zero and the timer for the thresh-
old time period is reset.

At step 606, it is determined whether the number of cell
boundary crossings is equal to the threshold number. The
threshold number is N-1 where N is the number of base
stations the mobile wireless communication device has
detected. For the example of FIG. 6, the threshold number is
the number of handover decisions that the mobile wireless
communication device has encountered. Therefore, the
mobile wireless communication device counts the number of
handover decisions to new base stations. For the example of
FIG. 1, the mobile wireless communication device will count
three handover decisions when reaching the fourth base sta-
tion (N base station) 118. The first handover decision occurs
between the first base station 112 and the second base station
114, the second handover decision occurs between the second
base station 114 and the third base station 116, and the third
handover decision occurs after the measurement report
including the fourth base station 118 is received by the net-
work.

Ifthe number of counted handover decisions is equal to the
threshold number of handover decisions, the method contin-
ues at step 610. Otherwise, the method proceeds to step 608.

Atstep 608, it is determined whether the timer for the timer
period has expired. If the time period has not expired the
method returns to step 602. If the timer has expired, the
method proceeds to step 612 whether the timer is reset before
returning to step 602.

Atstep 610, it is determined whether the timer for the timer
period has expired. If the time period has not expired the
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method continues to step 614. If the timer has expired, the
method proceeds to step 612 whether the timer is rest before
returning to step 602.

A step 614, the mobile wireless communication device
determines that the speed of the device is greater than the
threshold.

The discussion with reference to FIG. 7A through FIG. 13
is directed to an example of a group cell ID monitoring
transition procedure. FIG. 7A is a block diagram of a cellular
communication system 700 including a mobile wireless com-
munication device 120 that travels along a predetermined
path 704 relative to a plurality of base stations 706, 708. The
various functions and operations of the functional blocks
described with reference to the communication system 700
may be implemented in any number of devices, circuits, or
elements. Two or more of the functional blocks may be inte-
grated in a single device and the functions described as per-
formed in any single device may be implemented over several
devices. For example, at least some of the functions of the
controller may be performed by the base stations.

The base stations 706, 708 are fixed transceiver stations,
sometimes referred to as eNodeBs or eNBs, which may
include controllers in some circumstances. The base station
discussed with reference to FIG. 3 is an example of a suitable
implementation of the base stations 706, 708. The base sta-
tions are connected to a network controller 130 through the
backhaul 132 which may include any combination of wired,
optical, and/or wireless communication channels. For the
examples herein, the network controller 130 includes the
functionality of the Mobility Management Entity (MME) and
the Packet Gateway (P-GW). As discussed below, at least
some of the functions of the network controller 130 may be
performed by other devices in the system, such as the base
stations, for example. In FIG. 7A, a first base station 706 and
a second base station 708 are shown. In a typical implemen-
tation, several base stations are arranged along the path 704.

The base stations are positioned along the predetermined
path such that the mobile device 120 can communicate with at
least one of the base stations at every point along the path.
Each base station 706, 708 provides a geographical service
area 718, 720 along the predetermined path 704 such that the
mobile wireless communication device 120 is within at least
one of the geographical services areas at every point along the
path. At some positions, the mobile wireless communication
device 120 is within two geographical service areas at the
same time. For example, the mobile wireless communication
device 120 may be within two geographical service areas
when positioned within the region 722 where the two areas
overlap. Each of the base stations along the path transmits a
single cell identifier (single cell ID) 726, 728 and a group cell
identifier (group cell ID) 730, 732 where the group cell ID
730, 732 is the same for all base stations and the single cell ID
726, 728 is unique to each base station 706, 708. In addition,
each base station also transmits a Physical Cell ID (PCI) 734,
736 that is at least unique relative to other base stations in the
region. For the examples, the PCI 734, 736 is transmitted
within the primary sync channel in accordance with the 3GPP
LTE communication standard. The group cell ID and the
single cell ID are broadcast in a System Information Block
Type 1 Message (SIB1 message). The 3GPP LTE standard at
the time of the filing of this patent application specifies only
one cell identifier which is referred to as a Cell ID. In accor-
dance with the embodiments herein, the SIB1 message is
enhanced from the current standards such that the message
also includes a Group Cell ID field. The conventional Cell ID
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field is utilized as the single cell ID and the Group Cell ID
field is used for the group cell ID in the embodiments dis-
cussed herein.

The mobile wireless communication device 120 engages in
the group cell ID monitoring transition procedure where the
mobile wireless communication device 120 does not engage
in handovers between the base stations along the predeter-
mined path. For the examples, the restricted handover proce-
dure (group cell ID monitoring transition procedure) is
invoked when the speed of the group cell ID monitoring
transition procedure relative to the base stations exceeds the
speed threshold. The mobile wireless communication device
120 monitors the group cell ID as well as the PCI during the
restricted handover procedure but does not send a measure-
ment report in response to detecting a change in the PCI
between a source base station (first base station) 706 and a
target base station (second base station) 708 when the group
cell ID is the same for the two base stations. For the example
of FIG. 7A, the mobile wireless communication device 120
engages in the transition procedure where communication
between the mobile wireless communication device 120 and
the first base station transitions to communication between
the mobile wireless communication device 120 and the sec-
ond base station. Although the network side of the transition
is similar to a handover, the transition procedure is not char-
acterized as a handover because over-the-air messaging
between the mobile wireless communication device 120 and
the base stations is omitted during the transition procedure.
The first base station, however, can still be referred to as a
source base station and the second base station can still be
referred to as target base station since the transition procedure
involves transition of connectivity between the mobile wire-
less communication device 120 and the base stations.

As described below with reference to FIG. 7B, transition
procedures are typically managed by the base stations. The
network controller 130 provides a position trigger to initiate a
transition of the mobile wireless communication device 120
from one base station to another. In some circumstances,
however, the network controller 130, or multiple network
controllers 130, can coordinate the transition. For the
examples described herein, the network controller 130 gen-
erates the position trigger based on the position information
received from the position monitor 148 to initiate the transi-
tion procedure but does not otherwise manage the transition.
The base stations exchange messages to perform the transi-
tion of the mobile wireless communication device 120 from
the first base station to the second base station. Messaging
performed within the system during the transition procedure
is discussed in further detail with reference to FIG. 7B. In the
typical handover operation, the source base station (first base
station 706) communicates directly with the target base sta-
tion (second base station 708) over the X2 interface without
additional management by the network controller 130. In
situations where a direct link between the base stations is not
available (i.e., no X2 link) or the base stations are associated
with different network controllers 130, the network controller
(s) 130 assist with transition procedures and handover proce-
dures by routing the transition messages and handover mes-
sages from the source base station to the target base station.
As discussed below in further detail, the controller 130
instructs the mobile wireless communication device 120 to
invoke the restricted handover procedure and to monitor a
group cell ID 730, 732 when the speed of the mobile wireless
communication device relative to the base stations exceeds
the threshold speed. When the mobile wireless communica-
tion device 120 is traveling at high speed (a speed above the
threshold) and monitoring the group cell ID, the mobile wire-
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less communication device 120 does not engage in the han-
dovers between the base stations but rather engages in the
transition procedure. Each base station communicates with
the mobile wireless communication device 120 as it travels
through the service areas 718, 720 of the base stations 706,
708. The communication system uses at least position infor-
mation to accurately time transmissions and to allocate com-
munication resources for the mobile wireless communication
device 120 at the appropriate times to facilitate continued
communication as the mobile wireless communication
device 120 travels from cell to cell. For the examples, the first
base station and the second base station exchange transition
procedure messages to manage the transition of the mobile
wireless communication device 120 from the first base station
to the second base station. In some situations, it may be
necessary, or preferred, to allocate at least some management
to the network controller 130. For example, the controller 130
may be tasked with managing communication between the
base stations 706, 708 and the mobile wireless communica-
tion device 120 such that each base station transmits signals to
the mobile wireless communication device 120 at the appro-
priate times and allocates resources for receiving signals from
the mobile wireless communication device 120 when the
mobile wireless communication device 120 is in the service
area of the base station. In the examples discussed herein, the
mobile wireless communication device 120 does not provide
information to the network controller 130 regarding its posi-
tion when the restricted handover procedure is invoked.
Instead, the network controller 110 obtains position informa-
tion from a position monitor 148 and generates the position
trigger at least partially based on the received information.
The position monitor 148 may be any infrastructure or
mechanism that provides the controller 130 and/or the base
stations 706, 708 with adequate information for managing the
timing of the communication between the base stations and
mobile wireless communication devices. For the examples
where the mobile wireless communication device 120 is car-
ried on a high-speed train, infrastructure used for monitoring
the position and speed of the train is used as the position
monitor 148 for the communication systems. One example of
such an infrastructure includes The European Train Control
System (ETCS) which is a standardized solution for signal-
ing, control and monitoring of high-speed trains. In the case
of Level 2 ETCS, all trains automatically report their exact
position and direction of travel to the Radio Block Centre
(RBC) at regular intervals. Train movements are monitored
continually by the radio block centre. Another example of
infrastructure that monitors train position includes the Italian
Sistema Controllo Marcia Treno (SCMT). Sensors/Tran-
sponders are placed at various points on the track. When the
train passes the information point, it is provided information
about the next signal and other information. Such a system
can be implemented to provide information regarding the
position of the train. In some situations where the base sta-
tions manage the handovers, the position information may be
provided directly to the base stations. For the examples dis-
cussed herein, however, the position information is received
at the network controller 130 and the position trigger gener-
ated based on the position information. The position trigger is
provided to the base stations to initiate the transition proce-
dure. The controller 130 provides the position trigger to the
source base station (first base station 706) where the position
trigger indicates when to initiate transition of the mobile
wireless communication device 120 from the source base
station to the target base station. Accordingly, the source base
station triggers the transition of the mobile wireless commu-
nication device 120 to the target base station in response to
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receipt of the position trigger. As mentioned above, however,
the position information may be provided directly from the
position monitor 148 to the base stations. In such a situation,
the source base station (first base station) determines when to
initiate the transition based on the transition information.

As explained above, the restricted handover procedure
eliminates the over-the-air signaling between the mobile
wireless communication device 120 and the base station that
would be present in a conventional handover. From the net-
work perspective, however, a “handover” is still executed as
the transition procedure since the source base station needs to
inform the target base station of the transition of the mobile
wireless communication device 120 to the next base station in
response to the position trigger received from the controller
130.

FIG. 7B is a block diagram of the first base station 706 and
the second base station 708 connected to a controller 130.
Each base station includes a communication interface (202)
740, 742, a controller (206) 744, 746, a memory (208) 750,
752, and a transceiver (204) 754, 756 as well as other com-
ponents and circuitry (not shown). Each of the transceivers
740, 742 transmits downlink wireless signals to mobile wire-
less communication devices and receives uplink wireless sig-
nals from mobile wireless communication devices. Each con-
troller 744, 736 controls components of the base station to
manage the functions of the base station and facilitate the
functions described herein as well as the overall functionality
of the base station 706, 708. Each controller 744, 746 is
connected to a memory 748, 750 which can be any suitable
memory storage device capable of storing code and data. For
the examples, each communication interface 740, 742 com-
municates with the network controller 130 and other base
stations. The communication links between the network con-
troller and the communication interface are in accordance
with S1 signaling protocols and techniques while the com-
munication links between base stations are in accordance
with X2 signaling protocols and techniques. Accordingly, the
network controller 130 is connected to the base stations
through S1 communication links 756 and the base stations are
connected to each other through an X2 communication link
758. Other communication links can be used in some circum-
stances.

In the example, the network controller 130 generates a
position trigger 760 based on the position information pro-
vided to the network controller 130 by the position monitor
148. The position trigger 760 is sent to the communication
interface 740 of the first base station (source base station)
using S1 signaling. The controller 744 in the first base station
706 uses the position trigger 760 to initiate the transition of
the mobile wireless communication device 120 from the first
base station to the second base station (target base station).
The communication interface 740 sends a mobile wireless
communication device 120 transition initiation message 762
to the communication interface 742 of the second base station
using X2 signaling. For the examples herein, the mobile
wireless communication device transition initiation message
762 is similar to a handover request message in conventional
schemes. The messaging between the base stations to facili-
tate the transition of the mobile wireless communication
device 120 from the first base station to the second base
station is consistent with the messaging performed in a con-
ventional system performing a handover.

FIG. 8 is an illustration of a communication system 800 for
an example where mobile wireless communication devices
802, 804, 806 are located on or in train cars 808, 810, 812 of
high-speed trains 814, 816. In some circumstances, the sys-
tem 800 can be implemented to accommodate trains traveling
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in opposite directions. In FIG. 8, for example, a first train 814
is traveling in one direction 818 and a second train is traveling
in a second direction 820. The rail in this example is the
predetermined path 104 of FIG. 7A.

When stationary, the mobile wireless communication
devices 802, 804, 806 use the single cell ID of the base station
for communication and monitor the sync channel to acquire
the PCIs from neighboring base stations that are within range.
The mobile wireless communication devices 802, 804, 806
continue to monitor the sync channel and receive the PCIs as
they begin to move. If a PCI is received that does not match a
currently stored PCI, the mobile wireless communication
devices 802, 804, 806 send a measurement report to the base
station (source base station) currently serving the particular
mobile wireless communication device. The source base sta-
tion (e.g., first base station) configures the mobile wireless
communication device 802, 804, 806 to send a measurement
report based on the newly discovered PCI of the target cell
base station. Based on the results, the source base station
determines if a handover should be performed. When war-
ranted, handover procedures are executed to move the mobile
wireless communication devices 802, 804, 806 to new target
base stations along the path. For the example discussed
herein, this handover management is used when the mobile
wireless communication devices 802, 804, 806 are traveling
at a speed less than or equal to the speed threshold. When the
mobile wireless communication device has a speed that
exceeds the threshold, the restricted handover procedure
(Group cell ID monitoring transition procedure) is used to
manage communication between the mobile wireless com-
munication devices 802, 804, 806 and the base stations.

During the restricted handover procedure, the mobile wire-
less communication device 802, 804, 806 continues to moni-
tor the sync channel and receive the PCIs. The mobile wire-
less communication device 802, 804, 806, however, does not
report detected changes in PCI to the source cell base station.
The PCIs are received and used for communicating with the
base stations. The mobile wireless communication devices
802, 804, 806 monitor the group cell ID transmitted by the
base stations and only invoke a handover procedure if a newly
received group cell ID differs from the current group cell ID.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an example of system infor-
mation block type 1 message (SIB1 message) suitable for
broadcasting the single cell ID and the group cell ID. As
discussed above, the group cell ID and the single cell ID are
broadcasted in a System Information Block Type 1 Message
(SIB1 message) 900 that is modified from the current 3GPP
LTE specification. For the examples, the SIB1 message 900 is
a modified version of the SIB1 message defined by 3GPP in
TS 36.331. For the examples herein, the SIB1 message 900
conforms to the current 3GPP LTE specification with the
exception that it includes a Group Cell ID field 904. The Cell
1D field specified by the current standard is used at the Single
Cell ID field 902. Accordingly, the single cell ID 726, 728 is
transmitted within the single cell ID field 902 and the group
cell ID 730, 732 is transmitted in the Group Cell ID field 904.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method performed in a network
of'a wireless communication system with a mobile wireless
communication device. Although the method may be imple-
mented in other systems in some circumstances, the example
discussed with reference to FIG. 10 is performed in the sys-
tem of FIG. 7A. Accordingly, the method is performed in
accordance with 3GPP LTE communication specifications.
The method is discussed with reference to two base stations.
During typical operation, however, the method is repeated as
the mobile wireless communication device travels along the
path. When the mobile wireless communication device
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moves toward a third base station adjacent to the second base
station, the second base station can be referred to as a first
base station and a third base station is interpreted as the
second base station in the exemplary methods described
herein.

At step 1002, a first single cell ID and a group cell ID is
transmitted within the first service area by the first base sta-
tion. The first base station transmits a S1B1 message 900 that
includes the Single Cell ID (902) representing the single cell
1D 726 of the first base station and includes the Group Cell ID
904 representing the group cell ID 730 of the first base station.

At step 1004, a second single cell ID and the group cell ID
is transmitted with a second service area by the second base
station. The second base station transmits a S1B1 message
900 that includes the Single Cell ID (902) representing the
single cell ID 728 of the second base station and includes the
Group Cell ID 904 representing the group cell ID 732 of the
second base station. Since the group cell ID 730 of the first
base station is the same as the group cell ID 732 of the second
base station, the base stations transmit different single cell
IDs and transmit the same group cell 1ID.

At step 1006, the mobile wireless communication device is
moved along the path traversing the first service area and the
second service area. Where the system is implemented within
a high-speed rail system, the mobile wireless communication
device is located within a train car and, therefore, follows the
same path as the train. As discussed above, the service areas
at least partially overlap and are provided by adjacent base
stations arranged along the pre-determined path.

At step 1008, it is determined whether the group cell ID
should be monitored for purposes of handover management.
The network evaluates the speed of the mobile wireless com-
munication device to determine whether the group cell ID or
the single cell ID should be monitored by the mobile wireless
communication device. If the speed is greater than the thresh-
old, it is determined that the group cell ID should be moni-
tored. It is determined that the single cell ID should be used
when the speed is below or equal to the threshold. For the
examples, the network determines that the speed of the
mobile device is above the threshold when the speed thresh-
old indicator is received from the mobile wireless communi-
cation device as discussed above. The network also deter-
mines whether location tracking has been acquired. If
location cannot be acquired by the network, it is determined
that the single cell ID should be monitored. If it is determined
that the group cell ID should be used for changing base
stations, the method proceeds to step 1014. Otherwise, the
method continues at step 1010.

At step 1010, a signal measurement report is received from
the mobile wireless communication device at the first base
station after a new physical cell ID (PCI) is detected by the
mobile wireless communication device. In accordance with
known techniques, the mobile wireless communication
device monitors the sync channel for the PCI. The mobile
wireless communication device compares the PCI received
from the second base station to the PCI in memory which, for
the example, is the PCI of the first base station. When the
mobile wireless communication device detects that the PCI
do not match, the mobile wireless communication device
measures a signal strength of a reference signal from the
second base station. A measurement report containing the
measurement and the PCI are sent to the first base station
(source base station) if the signal level of the reference signal
exceeds the pre-configured threshold.

At step 1012, the network manages the handovers based on
the single cell ID. The handover procedure, therefore, is in
accordance with the conventional procedures used for han-
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dovers of mobile wireless communication devices. Depend-
ing on the particular circumstances, the network may instruct
the mobile wireless communication device to read the single
cell ID from the SIB1 and report the results. Typically, the
controller instructs the mobile wireless communication
device to acquire, using the new PCI, the single cell ID that is
broadcast in the SIB1 message. The information is used to
uniquely identify the second base station before proceeding
with the handover operation.

At step 1014, a group cell ID message is sent to the mobile
wireless communication device to instruct the mobile wire-
less communication device to use the group cell ID. The
group cell ID message is an example of the transition proce-
dure instruction message discussed above. Various tech-
niques may be used to inform and manage the mobile wireless
communication device in order that the mobile wireless com-
munication device monitors the appropriate cell ID. In the
examples herein, the mobile wireless communication device
uses the single cell ID as a default and is instructed to use the
group cell ID when the speed exceeds the threshold. If the
network controller 130 determines that the single cell should
be used again, the controller 130 instructs the mobile wireless
communication device to use the single cell ID. Various tech-
niques may be used to instruct the mobile wireless commu-
nication device. An example of a suitable technique includes
using dedicated RRC messages to inform the mobile wireless
communication device of the change. Accordingly, the con-
troller sends, through the base stations, a dedicated RRC
message to instruct the mobile wireless communication
device which cell ID to monitor.

At step 1016, the controller within the network determines
whether a measurement report and PCI have been received
from the mobile wireless communication device. As
explained below in further detail, the mobile wireless com-
munication device monitors the sync channel for the PCI as
well as the group cell ID in the SIB1. If the PCI changes and
the SIB1 from the second base station does not contain the
stored (or contains a different) group cell ID, the mobile
wireless communication device measures the reference sig-
nal of the second base station and sends a measurement
report, as well as the newly received PCI, to the first base
station according to the conventional operation. If the PCI
changes and the group cell ID matches, the mobile wireless
communication device does not send a measurement report.
If a measurement report is received from the mobile wireless
communication device, the method continues at step 1012,
where handovers are managed using the single cell ID in
accordance with conventional handover procedures. There-
fore, there may be circumstances where the mobile wireless
communication device transmits the measurement report
when monitoring the group cell ID. The mobile wireless
communication device may detect an alternate base station
having a significantly high reference signal that is not the next
base station in the mobile wireless communication device
path. The alternate base station may have a different group
cell ID or may not be transmitting any group cell ID. For
example, a base station near the path, but not necessarily
intended to serve the mobile wireless communication device,
may not be configured to transmit a group cell ID. If it is
determined that no measurement report has been received
from the mobile wireless communication device, the method
continues at step 1018.

Atstep 1018, the mobile wireless communication device is
transitioned between the base stations along the path without
performing handovers. The transition procedure is performed
where the base station serving the mobile wireless commu-
nication device is changed based on the position of the mobile
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wireless communication device without the mobile wireless
communication device engaging in over-the-air handover
messages.

At step 1020, the network controller 130 generates a posi-
tion trigger based on position information received from the
position monitor 148. As described above, the position infor-
mation is information that indicates the position of the mobile
wireless communication device and may be derived or based
on information available from high-speed train infrastructure
that tracks the position of the train.

At step 1022, the position trigger 760 is transmitted to the
first base station (source base station) to initiate the transition
procedure. The position trigger 760, therefore, notifies the
source base station that the mobile wireless communication
device should be transitioned to the next base station. In
response to the position trigger 760, the first base station
sends the mobile wireless communication device transition
initiation message 762 to the second base station to inform the
second base station of the transition procedure. The second
base station allocates time-frequency resources for uplink
and downlink communication with the mobile wireless com-
munication device. The transition procedure between the first
base station and the second base station does not require any
input from the mobile wireless communication device as is
needed in the conventional handover procedures. The mobile
wireless communication device uses the PCI of the second
base station as needed for communication but does not initiate
ahandover procedure when entering the second service area.
Accordingly, the mobile wireless communication device
exchanges data signals with the first base station followed by
exchanging data signals with the second base station without
sending a measurement report or otherwise performing a
handover procedure.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a method performed in a mobile
wireless communication device of a wireless communication
system. The method facilitates a restricted handover proce-
dure where the mobile wireless communication device
refrains from exchanging messages with the base stations
when transitioning between the service areas. Although the
method may be implemented in other systems in some cir-
cumstances, the example discussed with reference to FIG. 11
is performed in the mobile wireless communication device
120. Accordingly, the method is performed in accordance
with 3GPP LTE communication specifications. The method
is discussed with reference to two base stations. As discussed
above, the method is typically repeated as the mobile wireless
communication device travels along the path.

At step 1102, the mobile wireless communication device is
moved along the path traversing the first service area and the
second service area. Where the system is implemented within
a high-speed rail system, the mobile wireless communication
device is within a train car and, therefore, travels the same
path as the train. As discussed above, the service areas at least
partially overlap and are provided by adjacent base stations
arranged along the pre-determined path.

At step 1104, a first broadcast message is received from the
first base station. For the examples herein, the first broadcast
message is a SIB1 message 900 that includes a single cell ID
902 and a group cell ID 904.

At step 1106, a second broadcast message is received from
the second base station. The second broadcast message is a
SIB1 message 900 that includes at least a single cell ID 902
and may also contain a group cell ID 904.

At step 1108, it is determined whether the group cell IDs in
the first broadcast message and the second broadcast message
match. The cell IDs are determined to match if contents of the
group cell ID fields in the SIB1 messages are the same. If the
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group cell ID field does not exist in the second SIB1 message,
it is determined that there is not a match. If there is a match,
the method returns to step 1102 where the mobile wireless
communication device continues moving and monitoring the
group cell ID. Accordingly, in returning to step 1102, the
mobile wireless communication device refrains from initiat-
ing a handover procedure at step 1110. If the cell IDs do not
match, the method continues at step 1112.

At step 1112, the mobile wireless communication device
initiates a handover procedure by sending a signal measure-
ment report to the first base station. The network responds
with a message instructing the mobile wireless communica-
tion device to read the single cell ID and report the results. The
handover is performed in accordance with conventional tech-
niques for managing handovers with mobile wireless com-
munication devices. In some situations, a handover procedure
is not executed or completed. Therefore, the network may not
respond with instructions relating to completing a handover
when the signal measurement report is sent by the mobile
wireless communication device.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of an example of implementing the
method discussed with reference to FIG. 11.

Atstep 1202, the mobile wireless communication device is
moved along the path traversing the first service area and the
second service area.

At step 1204, the mobile wireless communication device
monitors the sync channel. In accordance with known tech-
niques, the mobile wireless communication device receives
signals transmitted from nearby base stations and deciphers
the sync channel to obtain the PCI of the transmitting base
station.

At step 1206, the mobile wireless communication device
determines whether a new PCI has been received. The most
recently received PCI is compared to the PCI stored in
memory. If the PCIs match, itis determined that the PCI is not
new and has been received by the currently serving base
station (first base station). The mobile wireless communica-
tion device continues to monitor the sync channel. If the PCI
is new, the method continues at step 1208.

At step 1208, a reference signal corresponding to the new
PCI is measured.

At step 1210, the mobile wireless communication device
determines whether the group cell 1D should be used for
handovers. If an instruction from the network has been
received instructing the mobile wireless communication
device to use the group cell ID, the method continues at step
1220. Otherwise, the method proceeds to step 1212.

At step 1212, the mobile wireless communication device
sends the measurement report including the measurement of
the reference signal to the first base station. The PCI is also
transmitted.

At step 1214, the mobile wireless communication device
determines if the network has instructed the mobile wireless
communication device to read and report the cell ID (single
cell ID) of the base station transmitting the new PCI (e.g.,
second base station). If the mobile wireless communication
device has been instructed to read and report the single cell
1D, the method continues as step 1216 where the cell 1D is
read and reported to the first base station. Otherwise, the
method proceeds to step 1218 where the mobile wireless
communication device follows any handover instructions
provided by the network.

At step 1220, the mobile wireless communication device
reads the group cell ID from broadcast messages. The group
cell ID from a first SIB1 message sent from the first base
station is read and stored in memory. As the mobile wireless
communication device continues traveling along the path, the
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mobile wireless communication device continues to monitor
the group cell ID field in the SIB1 messages as well as the
sync channel. When the second SIB1 message is received
from the second base station, the group cell ID field is evalu-
ated to read the second group cell ID.

At step 1222, it is determined whether the first group cell
ID matches the second group cell ID. The group cell IDs are
determined to match if contents of the group cell ID fields in
the SIB1 messages are the same. Ifthe group cell ID field does
not exist in the second SIB1 message, it is determined that
there is not a match. If there is a match, the method continues
at step 1224 where the newly detected PCI is used to com-
municate with the second base station without sending a
measurement report to the first base station. If the group cell
IDs do not match, the method proceeds to step 1212 where the
signal measurement report is sent to the first base station to
potentially initiate the handover procedure.

FIG. 13 is a message and event diagram in the cellular
communication system where the diagram illustrates at least
some of the messages and events that place the mobile wire-
less communication device in the restricted handover state
and that occur during a transition procedure when the mobile
wireless communication device is engaged in the restricted
handover procedure.

At event 1302, the network controller 130 sends a group
cell ID message to the base station currently serving the
mobile wireless communication device. The example of FIG.
13 begins with the mobile wireless communication device
communicating with the first base station 706. Accordingly,
the group cell ID message is sent to the first base station 706.
At event 1304, the first base station 706 forwards the group
cell ID message to the mobile wireless communication device
120. As discussed above, a suitable technique for transmitting
the message includes transmitting the group cell ID message
as an RRC message from the first base station 706.

At event 1306, the mobile wireless communication device
1306 determines that the group cell ID should be monitored.
In response to the group cell ID message, the mobile wireless
communication device begins monitoring the group cell ID
instead of the single cell ID.

At event 1308, the network controller 130 sends the posi-
tion trigger 760 to the first base station (source base station)
706. A suitable technique for transmitting the position trigger
includes sending the message over the S1 communication
link. In some circumstances, the source base station may
obtain the position trigger directly from other sources, such as
from other neighboring base stations over the X2 link. The
information can be relayed from one base station to another.

At event 1310, the first base station 706 makes a transition
decision to transition the mobile wireless communication
device from the first base station to the second base station.
The transition decision is similar to a conventional handover
decision. Accordingly, the transition decision is in response to
the position trigger similarly to a handover decision that is in
response to a measurement report from a mobile device.

Atevent 1312, a transition request is sent from the first base
station (source) to the second base station (target). The tran-
sition request is similar to a conventional handover request.
Therefore, the source base station issues the transition request
message to the target base station passing necessary informa-
tion to prepare for the transition at the target side.

At event 1313, the target base station performs admission
control.

At event 1314, the second base station returns a transition
request acknowledgment to the first base station. The transi-
tion request acknowledgment is similar to a conventional
handover request acknowledgment. The target base station
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prepares for the transition with [.1/[.2 and sends the HAN-
DOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE to the source base
station.

Atevent 1316, buffered and in-transit packets are delivered
to the target base station.

At event 1318, the source base station sends the SN STA-
TUS TRANSFER message to the target base station to con-
vey the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink
PDCP SN transmitter status of E-RABs for which PDCP
status preservation applies (i.e., for RLC AM). The uplink
PDCP SN receiver status includes at least the PDCP SN of the
first missing UL SDU and may include a bit map of the
receive status of the out of sequence UL SDUs that the UE
needs to retransmit in the target cell, if there are any such
SDUs. The downlink PDCP SN transmitter status indicates
the next PDCP SN that the target eNB shall assign to new
SDUs, not having a PDCP SN yet. The source eNB may omit
sending this message if none of the E-R ABs of the UE shall be
treated with PDCP status preservation.

At event 1320, data is forwarded from the source base
station to the target base station.

Atevent 1322, data packets from the source base station are
buffered at the target base station.

At events 1324 and event 826, the target base station
exchanges data with the mobile wireless communication
device.

Additional messages may be sent in accordance with
known techniques to finalize the transition of service from the
first base station to the second base station. An example
includes transmission of a PATH SWITCH REQUEST mes-
sage from the target base station to MME in the network
controller to inform network controller that the mobile wire-
less communication device has changed cells. Another
example includes a MODIFY BEARER REQUEST message
from the MME to the Serving Gateway. The Serving Gateway
then switches the downlink data path to the target side. The
Serving Gateway sends one or more “end marker” packets on
the old path to the source base station and then can release any
U-plane/TNL resources towards the source base station.

The discussion related to FIG. 14 through FIG. 16 is
directed to an example of a transition procedure referred to as
a transparent handover procedure where the mobile wireless
communication device is not required to report signal mea-
surements or other information prior to a handover.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of a communication system
where the mobile wireless communication device 120 travels
on a high-speed train 1410. Base stations 1402, 1404, 1406,
1408 provide wireless communication services in geographi-
cal regions depicted by the circles in FIG. 14. An example of
a suitable base station structure is provided above with refer-
ence to FIG. 7B. For this transparent handover example, each
base station has two identifiers to identify its corresponding
cell. The two identifiers include:

(1) a base station identity code or physical cell identifier
(“PCT”) which is typically regionally unique, but not globally
unique, and generally broadcast by the base station on its
Synchronization Channel (“SCH”). The PCI allows a mobile
wireless communication device (UE) to quickly identify the
base station; and

(2) an evolved cell global identifier (“ECGI”) which is
globally unique and generally broadcasted by the base station
on its Broadcast Channel (“BCH”) along with other system
information. The system information generally comprises
multiple system information blocks, and the ECGI is gener-
ally included in a System Information Block 1 (“SIB1”).

In a conventional handover procedure, the mobile wireless
communication device (UE) only needs to acquire the PCI
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from the Primary Synchronization Signal (PSS) of the target
cell and send the measurement report, including the PCI
information, to the source cell. The PSS is transmitted twice
every 10 ms and is designed to be easily acquired by the
mobile wireless communication device. In contrast, the
ECGI, sent in System Information Block 1 or SIB1, is trans-
mitted every 80 ms by a cell, and is not normally needed by
the source cell to perform the handover decision. In some
cases, the source cell may request the mobile wireless com-
munication device to obtain the ECGI of the target cell if there
is a possibility of PCI confusion. PCI confusion may arise
when more than one cell uses the same PCI, since there are
only 504 PCIs available for use. Thus, mobile wireless com-
munication devices typically do not attempt to acquire the
ECGI of a base station. Mobile wireless communication
devices conventionally use the PCI transmitted in the Syn-
chronization Channel to determine whether or not there is a
cell change once an event trigger exceeds a predetermined
threshold.

Each cell in a network is assigned a PCI. Handovers can be
triggered based on a triggering event and measurement report
associated with the detection of a neighbor cell or target cell
having a different PCI. While PCls are not necessarily unique,
adjacent or neighboring cells will conventionally have difter-
ent PCIs. In a typical handover, a mobile wireless communi-
cation device will detect a target base station, which it can
differentiate from the base station which it is currently con-
nected to (i.e., the source base station) by its differing PCI.

While still within the coverage area of the source base
station, the mobile wireless communication device or mobile
relay will measure the signal strength of the target base sta-
tion. These measurements are then sent by the mobile wire-
less communication device or mobile relay in a measurement
report to the source base station to initialize the handover
process. The source cell decides if a handover should occur. In
addition, at various times during this handover process, the
source base station may request additional information from
the mobile wireless communication device.

Prior to sending the measurement report to the source cell,
the mobile wireless communication device will perform a
signal strength measurement over a period of time (i.e.,
“time-to-trigger”) based on the configured trigger type in
order to prevent ping-pong effects, which would occur if the
mobile wireless communication device were to be rapidly
handed back and forth between the target base station and
source base station due to fluctuating signal strengths from
one or both base stations. If the signal strength exceeds the
threshold, the mobile wireless communication device would
send the measurement report to the source cell and the source
cell may trigger a handover of the mobile wireless commu-
nication device to the target base station.

In an embodiment of the present invention, prior to trig-
gering the handover, the source base station (e.g., cell 1 in
FIG. 14) may instruct the mobile wireless communication
device 120 to read and report the ECGI of the target base
station (e.g., cell 2). According to an embodiment, this
instruction to the mobile wireless communication device
comprises the newly discovered PCI of the target base station
as a parameter. The mobile wireless communication device
may then acquire the ECGI of the target base station from
SIB1 of the BCH of the target base station and report the
target cell’s ECGI to the source cell. The source cell will
determine whether it is appropriate to proceed with the han-
dover based on the reported parameters.

While conventional systems can perform handovers within
a matter of seconds, in a high-speed context like a high-speed
train, a matter of seconds may be too long. The present sys-



US 9,414,288 B2

23

tems and methods eliminate the need for a mobile wireless
communication device to participate in handovers between
base stations or cells. Whereas according to conventional
systems, the mobile wireless communication device must
convey measurement data to a source base station (e.g., cell 1)
in order for the network 146 to determine whether a handover
should occur and/or to perform the handover to a target base
station (e.g., cell 2), according to disclosed systems and meth-
ods network 146 perform handovers which are transparent to
the mobile wireless communication device 120. In other
words, the mobile wireless communication device does not
need to send measurement data, and may not even know that
ahandover has occurred. By avoiding the need for the mobile
wireless communication device to participate in handovers as
it transitions from base station to base station or cell to cell,
RLF can be minimized.

In an embodiment, each base station or geographic region
can be considered a “point.”” A point can communicate with
mobile wireless communication devices like a traditional
base station or macrocell. However, a point is allowed to share
the same ECGI as a neighboring point. Thus, the mobile
wireless communication device which, in the example, is
configured to trigger handovers based on the ECGI, rather
than the PCI, or which requires the ECGI of the source base
station and target base station to be different in order for a
handover to occur, would not trigger handovers between two
points sharing the same ECGI. Rather, the mobile wireless
communication device would simply consider the two points
as the same cell due to identical ECGIs. From the mobile
wireless communication device’s perspective, the cell is not
changing as the mobile wireless communication device
moves from point to point.

The PClIs of neighboring points (e.g., cells 1 and 2) may
continue to be distinct. In other words, neighboring points
along the path 704 of the high-speed vehicle 1410 may have
different PClIs, but the same ECGI. Thus, mobile wireless
communication devices not onboard the high-speed vehicle
1410 and identified as having a speed greater than the speed
threshold would still trigger handovers (e.g., according to
conventional handover processes) as they move between the
two points, since mobile wireless communication devices
conventionally trigger handovers based on PCls, rather than
ECGIs. In this manner, the points can serve both the mobile
wireless communication devices 120 on high-speed vehicle
as well as the mobile wireless communication devices (e.g.,
of'pedestrians) not onboard the high-speed vehicle, according
to conventional means.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of the communication system
100 where base stations along the path of the high-speed
vehicle have the same EGCI to facilitate transparent han-
dovers. Accordingly, the geographic service regions can be
referred to as points and “transparent” cells when the mobile
wireless communication device 120 is engaged in transparent
handovers.

With reference to FIG. 15, in an embodiment, the network
infrastructure 146 informs the mobile wireless communica-
tion device 120 concerning the PCIs for transparent cells
(hereinafter, referred to as transparent PCIs). Transparent
PCIs are those which, according to the disclosed embodi-
ments, do not require the mobile wireless communication
device 120 to report signal measurements or other informa-
tion to network prior to a handover. In the example, the list of
transparent PCls 1502 are communicated to the mobile wire-
less communication devices through dedicated signaling on
the Downlink Shared Channel (DL-SCH). Other methods of
informing the mobile wireless communication device 120 of
the transparent PCIs for cells 1, 2, 3, and 4 include system
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information transmitted on a common signal channel, e.g.,
Broadcast Channel (BCH), a message or signal transmitted
over the application layer, or any other messaging or signal-
ing means. The message or signal 1502 may be sent or broad-
cast by one or more of the points (e.g., Point 1 as illustrated in
FIG. 2). The mobile wireless communication device 120 may
store this list of transparent PCls in memory. The memory of
the mobile wireless communication device 120 may be any
internal or external memory device, and may include persis-
tent and/or volatile memories.

As discussed above, in the example, the PCIs for points 1,
2, 3, and 4 are different, but the points 1, 2, 3, and 4 share the
same ECGI. If the mobile wireless communication device
detects the presence of a target point having a PCI which is in
the list of transparent PCIs, the mobile wireless communica-
tion device 120 continues to receive and send messages or
data without sending any measurement report or attempting
to initiate a handover. Since the handover is not initiated, none
of the handover signaling of a conventional handover proce-
dure will be needed. In other words, the mobile wireless
communication device 120 acts as if it remains within the
same cell or point, i.e., the source cell.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart of a method for performing a trans-
parent handover. For the example, the method is performed in
amobile wireless communication device 120 within the com-
munication system 100.

At step 1602, the mobile wireless communication device
120 is connected to a source point having a PCI such as point
11in FIG. 15. For the example, the connection may be a Radio
Resource Control (RRC) connection.

At step 1604, the mobile wireless communication device
receives transparent PCI information from the network 146.
The information may be transmitted in a signal over a dedi-
cated signaling channel. A suitable technique includes broad-
casting a PCl transparent list from the source point. The list is
a list of PClIs associated with target points for which the
mobile wireless communication device should not initiate a
handover. The mobile wireless communication device stores
the list of transparent PCIs in memory. The list of transparent
PCIs may be subsequently updated if the mobile wireless
communication device receives an updated list of transparent
PCIs through updated messaging or signaling. Updates may
be sent using a SIB broadcast messaging by the serving cell in
some circumstances.

Alternatively, instead of sending a list of transparent PCls,
the network 146 may send the mobile wireless communica-
tion device a particular rule, set of rules, or algorithm that the
mobile wireless communication device is to apply in order to
determine whether or not a PCl is associated with a transpar-
ent point which should not trigger a handover. For example,
the network 146 may inform the mobile wireless communi-
cation device that PCIs which comprise consecutive numbers
or other identifiers are associated with transparent points
which should not trigger a handover of the mobile wireless
communication device. As with the list, these rules or algo-
rithms may be stored in a memory of the mobile wireless
communication device, and may be updated as needed
through further messaging or signaling.

At step 1606, the mobile wireless communication device
120 determines whether a target point is detected. The mobile
wireless communication device determines if a point in range
of the mobile wireless communication device 120 with a
different PCI than the source point is present. If a target point
is detected, the method continues to step 1608. Otherwise, the
mobile wireless communication device continues to stay con-
nected to the source point and search for a target points.
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At step 1608, the mobile wireless communication device
120 determines if the PCI of the target point is a transparent
PCI. Where the transparent PCI information is a transparent
PCl list, the mobile wireless communication device 120 com-
pares the target PCI to the list and determines that the target
PCI is a transparent PCI if there is a match. The comparison
may be performed using a list of transparent PCls stored in a
memory or by comparing the PCI of the target point directly
to the list of PCIs in a dedicated signal channel of the network
146. Alternatively, the mobile wireless communication
device may apply one or more rules or algorithms to the PCI
of the target point and/or the PCI of the source point to
determine whether the target PCI is associated with a trans-
parent point. If the mobile wireless communication device
determines that the target PCl is a transparent PCI, the method
continues at step 1610. Otherwise, the method continues at
step 1612.

Therefore, if the PCI of the target point is not in the list of
transparent PCls or if the application of the one or more rules
or algorithms indicates that the target point is not a transpar-
ent point, the method proceeds to step 1612 where a signal
measurement report and the target PCI is sent to the network
before a handover is performed at step 1614. At step 1612,
mobile wireless communication device initiates a handover
procedure by sending the measurement report to the source
point.

On the other hand, if the PCI of the target point is in the list
of transparent PCls or the mobile wireless communication
device otherwise determines that the target PCI is a transpar-
ent PCI, the mobile wireless communication device proceeds
to step 1610.

At step 1610, mobile wireless communication device tran-
sitions to the target point, but does not initiate a handover
procedure to the target point. Instead, the network 146 per-
forms the necessary handover procedures to switch mobile
wireless communication device from the source point to the
target point without the need for a measurement report from
the mobile wireless communication device and without any
handover signaling with mobile wireless communication
device. The mobile wireless communication device used the
new target PCI to communicate with the target base station
and exchange data. As a result, the mobile wireless commu-
nication device transitions from the source base station to the
target base station.

Since the mobile wireless communication device is com-
municating with a different point, a new timing advance is
provided by the network. The timing advance is a parameter
sent by a point to the mobile wireless communication device
that allows the mobile wireless communication device to
adjust the timing of its transmissions to the target point in
order to compensate for the propagation delay between the
mobile wireless communication device and the target point. A
point determines the required timing advance based on the
difference between the time at which the point receives a
transmission and the time that the transmission should be
received to be aligned with the point’s time slot structure. In
general, the timing advance configured to the mobile wireless
communication device will be different for each point. When
the mobile wireless communication device moves from one
point to another, a timing advance suitable for the target point
must be provided. Since the geographical position of the
mobile wireless communication device, relative to each target
point along the path, is known by the network, the timing
advance associated with a point may be included in a field in
the list of transparent PCIs. Alternatively, the timing advance
of the target point may be sent prior to the transition by the
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source point with an indication that the new timing advance is
only applicable to the target point.

At some point, the mobile wireless communication device
starts to receive data from the target point using the target PCI.
The mobile wireless communication device may continue to
use the same cell radio network temporary identifier
(C-RNTYI) in the target point as was used in the source point,
or it may be assigned one associated with each transparent
PCI value when it receives the list of transparent PCIs. The
time at which the mobile wireless communication device
starts to communicate with the target point may be based on
its location, which it may obtain, for example, from a GPS
receiver. It is also possible that the target point only begins to
send downlink transmissions using the target PCI after the
target point receives an uplink transmission that uses the
target PCIL.

In order to perform this transparent handover without rely-
ing on a measurement report from the mobile wireless com-
munication device, the network 146 must be able to track the
location of the mobile wireless communication device. Oth-
erwise, the network 146 will not be able to select the most
suitable point to serve the mobile wireless communication
device or even know whether ahandover should be initiated in
the first place. As explained above, however, a position moni-
tor 148 may used to inform the network 146 of the position of
the high-speed train allowing the network 146 to track the
position of the train and the mobile wireless communication
device. Accordingly, since the path 704 (e.g., speed and head-
ing) of a high-speed vehicle 1410 such as a high-speed train is
known, the network 146 can simply track the location of the
high-speed vehicle 1410, instead of relying on a feedback
mechanism of the mobile wireless communication device to
inform the network 146 of the location of the mobile wireless
communication device. In some situations, the mobile wire-
less communication device may continue to provide feedback
about its location to the network 140 for tracking purposes.

Thelocation and/or path of the high-speed vehicle 110 may
bereceived by the network 140, for example, through existing
monitoring systems which are generally present for high-
speed vehicles 110 such as trains and airplanes. In an embodi-
ment, known information about the speed and heading of the
high-speed vehicle 110 is received by a scheduler of the
controlling unit located either in each cell or point of the
network 146 (e.g., the source point) or in a more central
location in the network 146 such as the controller 130, for
example. The scheduler is typically responsible for allocating
the resources of one or more points for the connected mobile
wireless communication device. In one example, a central-
ized scheduler is used to coordinate the resources of multiple
points.

The scheduler may use the speed and heading of the high-
speed vehicle 1410 to predict where the mobile wireless
communication device will be located in the future. The back-
haul link between the point and the mobile relay 130 and
resource scheduling may be similar to conventional mobile
wireless communication device operations (i.e., operations
without transparent PCI). A simple scheduler implementation
can allocate resources using spatial-beam shifting to direct
transmission and/or reception of signals along the path of the
high-speed vehicle 110 (and thus the path of the mobile
wireless communication device), using the information about
the speed or velocity of the high-speed vehicle 1410 received
from an external monitoring system such as the position
monitor 148. The transmission/reception point for the spatial-
beam shifting can be handed over to a target point once it is
determined, based on the path of the train, that a handover to
the target point should be initiated. The scheduler can use a
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speed estimate, GPS, track installed triggers, and other meth-
ods to determine the location and/or path of the high-speed
vehicle 1410.

Those of skill in the art will appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and method
steps described in connection with the above described fig-
ures and the embodiments disclosed herein can often be
implemented as electronic hardware, computer software, or
combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchange-
ability of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-
nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled persons
can implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation deci-
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the invention. In addition, the grouping of func-
tions within a module, block, circuit or step is for ease of
description. Specific functions or steps can be moved from
one module, block or circuit to another without departing
from the invention.

Moreover, the various illustrative logical blocks, modules,
and methods described in connection with the embodiments
disclosed herein can be implemented or performed with a
general purpose processor, a digital signal processor
(“DSP”), an ASIC, FPGA or other programmable logic
device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware
components, or any combination thereof designed to perform
the functions described herein. A general-purpose processor
can be a microprocessor, but in the alternative, the processor
can be any processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor can also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, for example, a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.

Additionally, the steps of a method or algorithm described
in connection with the embodiments disclosed herein can be
embodied directly in hardware, in a software module
executed by a processor, or in a combination of the two. A
software module can reside in RAM memory, flash memory,
ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM memory, regis-
ters, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other
form of storage medium including a network storage
medium. An exemplary storage medium can be coupled to the
processor such that the processor can read information from,
and write information to, the storage medium. In the alterna-
tive, the storage medium can be integral to the processor. The
processor and the storage medium can also reside in an ASIC.

Clearly, other embodiments and modifications of this
invention will occur readily to those of ordinary skill in the art
in view of these teachings. The above description is illustra-
tive and not restrictive. This invention is to be limited only by
the following claims, which include all such embodiments
and modifications when viewed in conjunction with the above
specification and accompanying drawings. The scope of the
invention should, therefore, be determined not with reference
to the above description, but instead should be determined
with reference to the appended claims along with their full
scope of equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile wireless communication device comprising:

a transceiver configured to send, to communication infra-
structure, a speed threshold indicator indicating that the
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mobile wireless communication device has a speed
greater than a threshold speed;

a receiver configured to receive, from the communication
infrastructure, a message transmitted in response to the
speed threshold indicator and indicating a transition pro-
cedure should be used by the mobile wireless commu-
nication device to transition between base stations
where the transition procedure is different from a han-
dover procedure used by the mobile wireless communi-
cation device to change base stations when the speed of
the mobile wireless communication device is less than or
equal to the threshold speed; and

a controller configured to determine that the mobile wire-
less communication device has the speed greater than
the threshold speed when a number of completed han-
dovers completed by the mobile wireless communica-
tion device is greater than a threshold number of han-
dovers within a time period,

wherein the transition procedure comprises: after exchang-
ing data signals with a source base station, exchanging
data signals with a target base station without reporting
a signal strength measurement to the source base station.

2. The mobile wireless communication device of claim 1,

wherein the receiver is further configured to receive, from the
communication infrastructure, information indicating the
threshold number of handovers within the time period.

3. The mobile wireless communication device of claim 2,

wherein the information comprises:

a threshold number parameter indicating the threshold
number of handovers; and

a time period parameter indicating the time period.

4. The mobile wireless communication device of claim 1,

wherein the transition procedure further comprises:
monitoring a sync channel for a physical cell identifier
(PCD);

determining that a first PCI received from the source base
station is different from a second PCI received from the
target base station;

monitoring a broadcast channel for group cell identifiers
(IDs); and

refraining from sending a signal strength measurement in
response to determining a first group cell ID received
from the source base station is the same as a second
group cell ID received from the target base station.

5. The mobile wireless communication device of claim 1,

wherein the transition procedure further comprises:
receiving, from the communication infrastructure, trans-
parent physical cell identifier (PCI) information identi-
fying a plurality of transparent PCls associated with
base stations capable of facilitating transparent han-
dovers;

receiving a target PCI from the target base station;

refraining from sending a signal strength measurement in
response to determining that the target PCl is a transpar-
ent PCI of the plurality of transparent PCls.

6. A method comprising:

sending, from a mobile wireless communication device to
communication infrastructure, a speed threshold indica-
tor indicating that the mobile wireless communication
device has a speed greater than a threshold speed;

receiving, at the mobile wireless communication device
from the communication infrastructure, a message
transmitted in response to the speed indicator and indi-
cating a transition procedure should be used by the
mobile wireless communication device to transition
between base stations where the transition procedure is
different from a handover procedure used by the mobile
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wireless communication device to change base stations
when the speed of the mobile wireless communication
device is less than or equal to the threshold speed; and
determining that the mobile wireless communication
device has the speed greater than the threshold speed
when a number of completed handovers completed by
the mobile wireless communication device is greater
than a threshold number of handovers within a time
period,
wherein the transition procedure comprises: after exchang-
ing data signals with a source base station, exchanging
data signals with a target base station without reporting
a signal strength measurement to the source base station.
7. The method of claim 6, wherein the receiving comprises:
receiving, from the communication infrastructure, infor-
mation indicating the threshold number of handovers
within the time period.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the information com-
prises:
a threshold number parameter indicating the threshold
number of handovers; and
a time period parameter indicating the time period.
9. The method of claim 6, wherein the transition procedure
further comprises:
monitoring a sync channel for a physical cell identifier
(PCIY;
determining that a first PCI received from the source base
station is different from a second PCI received from the
target base station;
monitoring a broadcast channel for group cell identifiers
(IDs); and refraining from sending a signal strength
measurement in response to determining a first group
cell ID received from the source base station is the same
as a second group cell ID received from the target base
station.
10. The method of claim 6, wherein the transition proce-
dure further comprises:
receiving, from the communication infrastructure, trans-
parent physical cell identifier (PCI) information identi-
fying a plurality of transparent PCls associated with
base stations capable of facilitating transparent han-
dovers;
receiving a target PCI from the target base station;
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refraining from sending a signal strength measurement in
response to determining that the target PCl is a transpar-
ent PCI of the plurality of transparent PCls.

11. A wireless communication infrastructure comprising:

a receiver configured to receive, from a mobile wireless

communication device, a speed threshold indicator indi-
cating that the mobile wireless communication device
has a speed greater than a threshold speed; and

a transmitter configured to transmit, to the mobile wireless

communication device, a message transmitted in
response to the speed threshold indicator and indicating
a transition procedure should be used by the mobile
wireless communication device to transition between
base stations where the transition procedure is different
from a handover procedure used by the mobile wireless
communication device to change base stations when the
speed of the mobile wireless communication device is
less than or equal to the threshold speed, the speed
threshold indicator based on a number of completed
handovers completed by the mobile wireless communi-
cation device within a time period and where the speed
threshold indicator indicates that the mobile wireless
communication device has a speed greater than the
threshold speed when a counted number of handovers is
greater than a threshold number of handovers within the
time period,

wherein the transition procedure comprises: after exchang-

ing data signals with the mobile wireless communica-
tion device through a source base station, exchanging
data signals with the mobile wireless communication
device through a target base station without receiving a
signal strength measurement at the source base station
from the mobile wireless communication device.

12. The wireless communication infrastructure of claim
11, wherein the transmitter is further configured to transmit
information indicating the threshold number of handovers
within the time period.

13. The wireless communication infrastructure of claim
12, wherein the information comprises:

a threshold number parameter indicating the threshold

number of handovers; and

a time period parameter indicating the time period.
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